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As We Gather

In today’s sermon text, Paul recognizes that his time on earth is short. The
Lord is about to bring glory to His own name through Paul’s martyrdom. Yet
what is in store for Paul is a crown of righteous from the Lord’s gracious
hand. There are those who put their own safety ahead of service to God and
support for His kingdom work. But for those who put Him first, the Lord is
faithful and will bring us to his heavenly kingdom. Paul had spent a life in
ministry serving Christ above all; now he looked forward to the end of the
fight, the rest from the race, and the receipt of the crown. 

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 12-15 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                     TLH 342 – Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                  

P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and  
serve  Him as  His  dear  children.  But  we  have  disobeyed  Him  and  
deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our  
sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from conception. 
In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be
called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have  
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt.

P God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life 
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt 
forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you strength to live 
according to His will.

C Amen.
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T The Service of the Word T

Kyrie                                                                     Lord, Have Mercy

Gloria in Excelsis                                    Glory to God in the Highest

Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray…
… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                           2 Kings 6:8-17

8 Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took counsel
with his servants,  saying, “At such and such a place shall be my camp.”
9 But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, “Beware that you do
not pass this place, for the Syrians are going down there.” 10 And the king of
Israel sent to the place about which the man of God told him. Thus he used
to warn him, so that he saved himself there more than once or twice. 11 And
the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and
he called his servants and said to them, “Will you not show me who of us is
for the king of Israel?” 12 And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O
king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel,  tells the king of Israel the
words that you speak in your bedroom.” 13 And he said, “Go and see where
he is, that I may send and seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he is in
Dothan.” 14 So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and they
came by night and surrounded the city.  15 When the servant of the man of
God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses
and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master!
What shall we do?” 16 He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us
are more than those who are with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O
LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened the
eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Psalm of the Day                                                       Psalm 136:1-9

P Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever. 
P Give thanks to the God of gods, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever. 
P Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever; 
P to him who alone does great wonders, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever; 
P to him who by understanding made the heavens, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever; 
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P to him who spread out the earth above the waters, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever; 
P to him who made the great lights, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever; 
P the sun to rule over the day, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever; 
P the moon and stars to rule over the night, 
C for his steadfast love endures forever;

Gospel Reading                                                          Mark 6:45-56

45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to
the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  46 And after he
had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47 And when
evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land.
48 And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was
against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them,
walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them,  49 but when they saw him
walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for they all
saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said,
“Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51 And he got into the boat with them,
and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded,  52 for they did not
understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.  53 When they
had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore.
54 And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized
him 55 and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on
their  beds to  wherever  they heard he was.  56 And wherever  he came,  in
villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and
implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as
many as touched it were made well.
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Alleluia

P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.

Confession of Faith                                                    Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose
kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead And the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Hymn                                TLH 323 – With Broken Heart and Contrite Sigh
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Sermon Text                                                  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have  kept  the  faith.  8 Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  the  crown  of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that
day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 16 At
my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not
be charged against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me,
so  that  through  me  the  message  might  be  fully  proclaimed  and  all  the
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord
will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly
kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Better Than a Birthday

Offertory 
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Hymn                                    TLH 448 – Brief Life Is Here Our Portion

General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

T The Service of the Sacrament T

Preface

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.

P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God…
...Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of  
heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and  
saying:

Sanctus                                                                   Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution
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Pax Domini                                                            Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C Amen.

Agnus Dei                                                                    Lamb of God

Distribution                                   

Holy Communion is rightly called a ‘Sacrament’ because it  is a “Sacred
act;” not in what WE do for Christ, but in what Christ does for US! Because
God’s  Word presents  the  reception of  this  Sacrament  as  a most  intimate
expression of spiritual and confessional unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; 10:16-17
Romans  16:17-18),  we  ask only  those  who have  publicly  professed  such
oneness of  faith and belief  with us by membership here or another CLC
church come forward at this time. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith,
but rather an expression of ours. Please speak with pastor if you are seeking
a church home or have any questions. We’d love to have you! 
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Nunc Dimittis                                      O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.

Thanksgiving

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn  TLH 598 (1-3, 7, 11) – Who Knows when Death May Overtake Me

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing  ministry  of  Good  News  Publishers.  Used  by  permission.  All  rights  reserved.
Bulletin cover art  is courtesy of Communication Resources Inc.,  copyright © 1983-2021.
Used by Permission.  All rights reserved.
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T Announcements T
Welcome to all of our guests and visitors this morning in our Savior’s name.
We are glad that you have come to worship with us this morning, and hope
that you will come back and join us again. It is our prayer that your faith
will be strengthened by the preaching of our Lord’s pure Word and by the
psalms and hymns that our Scripture-based liturgy offers. If you have any
questions  about  our  church  or  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the
Scriptures, please ask Pastor Sauers.

OUR SCHEDULE:          “If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15
*Online calendar at FDLlutheran.com or go to facebook.com/FDL.lutheran

August 1 9:00 am Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
August 8 9:00 am Worship Service
August 9 6:30 pm Elders
August 10 6:00 pm Council
August 11 9, 10, 11 am Woodlands Worship Services
August 15 9:00 am Worship Service

Heating/Cooling System Overhaul: At the last Quarterly Voters' Meeting,
it was reported that the congregation has received $102,000 in undesignated
memorials in the last quarter. In light of that, the voters approved a plan to
update our current heating and cooling system. The total cost of the project
was quoted at $37,275. You can see details of the project are posted on the
bulletin board. It was also decided that there would be a delay of two weeks
before signing any contracts so that there would be time to hear comments
from the congregation. If you have any questions or wish to comment on
this  project,  please  contact  Buildings  and  Grounds  chairman  Tyler  Kern
(920-266-9366, Tyler@kernhome.org). 

Thank You: Thank you to all who sent cards, sympathies and prayers in
Fern Kern's going to her heavenly home. She loved coming to church and
getting to know some of you, to say "good morning" and see your smiling
faces. She enjoyed spending time with you at the "Young at Heart" parties
that  you so graciously welcomed her to.  For  all  these things,  we deeply
appreciate. Thank you from the Rodney Kern and Becky Shafer families. 

Housing for Our Vicar: Seminary Student Zack Sippert will be vicaring
with us from August 15 – September 26. He will need housing while he is
here. Please speak to Pastor if you can help out.

16



Pastoral Visits: During the summer months (and beyond), Pastor would like
to visit with each member of the congregation. These visits are intended as
an opportunity for spiritual encouragement and for members to share their
concerns,  questions,  comments,  and  suggestions.  Please  sign  up  on  the
bulletin board or from the front page of our website: www.fdllutheran.com. 

Escape Room: The teens are hosting escape rooms! Can you escape? Come
find out! The escape rooms will be on August 20th and 21st from 3-7PM
and 10AM-5PM respectively! The Sunday school themed room will last for
30 minutes and the spy themed room will last 1 hour, so plan accordingly!
Each room can hold teams of 4 to 5 players, so form a team and contact
April Kern to schedule a slot! 920-257-9308 or aprilkendall3@yahoo.com

Fondue  Fest:  Fondue  Fest  is  September  11,  and  we  are,  once  again,
planning  to  participate.  The mission  committee  will  be  planning for  our
booth at their meeting on August 16 at 6:30 pm. Please make plans to attend
that meeting if you are able to help out this year.

Women’s  Retreat  West:  Plans  are  being  made  for  the  2021  Women’s
Retreat West. The dates are September 17-19, 2021, at Chadron State Park
near Chadron, Nebraska. We will be sending out more information in the
near future, but if you have any questions, please feel free to contact Colleen
Kalblinger  (womensretreatwest@gmail.com)  or  Candy  Ohlmann
(ocandice@hotmail.com)  We  look  forward  to  welcoming  you  back  to
Nebraska for a weekend of Christian inspiration, fun, and fellowship.

Men’s Retreat: The 2021 ManUp! Men's Retreat will be held September 30
- October 3, 2021, at beautiful Wyalusing State Park near Prairie du Chien,
WI,  about  an  hour  south  of  La  Crosse.  ManUp!  offers  strength  and
encouragement for men 18 and older for their personal faith, family, and
fellowship  at  church.  The  weekend will  include  Bible  study,  fellowship,
leadership training, team building, relationship building, worship, and many
outdoor bonding activities. The cost is $75, including lodging and meals.
You  can  register  by  going  to  the  Man  Up!  website  here:
www.manup.clclutheran.org.  You  will  also  find  additional  information,
pictures of previous “ManUp” weekends, and reviews of those who have
attended in the past. 
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